
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

FOR THE CARE OF CREATION 

 

 

 

 
 

 Recite the Our Father. 

 

 A prayer for our earth… 
 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live  
as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives,  
that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts 
of those who look only for gain 
at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
to recognize that we are profoundly united 
with every creature 
as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. 
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
for justice, love and peace. 

           (Laudato Si’ p. 189) 
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Genesis 1:1-31, 2:1-3 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void                
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the                
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.                                                                                                                                                    
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 
the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from                  
the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was                    
evening and there was morning, the second day.                                                                               
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered    
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed  
in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and 
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the third day.                                                                                                
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and  
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater  
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome 
of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the 
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day.                                                                                                                     
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living                    
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the          
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was   
morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth 
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image,                    
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish in the sea, and over the birds   
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping 
thing the creeps upon the earth." 
 

        So God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 
 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing 
that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is                
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.     
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their                  
multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 

because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.                                                                                  

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 



 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God 
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 
done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation.  

 

The Divine Shepherd (23:1-6) 

                              The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
for his name’s sake.  
 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff— 
they comfort me.  
 

You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
my whole life long. 

 
 

 The Word Became Flesh ( John 1:1-18) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in               
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing     
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all                   

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to              
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.             
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a                     
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of       
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) From his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 Recite the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary. 

 The Annunciation of the Lord to Mary. 

 The Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth. 

 The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The Presentation of Our Lord. 

 Finding Jesus in the Temple at age 12. 

 

A Christian prayer in union with creation 
Father, we praise you with all your creatures.  
They came forth from your all-powerful hand; 
they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love. 
Praise be to you! 
Son of God, Jesus, 

through you all things were made. 
You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother, 
you became part of this earth, 
and you gazed upon this world with human eyes. 
Today you are alive in every creature 
in your risen glory. 
Praise be to you! 
Holy Spirit, by your light 

you guide this world towards the Father’s love 
and accompany creation as it groans in travail. 
You also dwell in our hearts  
and you inspire us to do what is good. 
Praise be to you! 
Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love, 

teach us to contemplate you 
in the beauty of the universe, 
for all things speak of you. 
Awaken our praise and thankfulness 
for every being that you have made.  
Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined 
to everything that is. 
God of love, show us our place in this world 

as channels of your love 
for all the creatures of this earth, 
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 
Enlighten those who possess power and money 
that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 
that they may love the common good, advance the weak,  
and care for this world in which we live. 
The poor and the earth are crying out. 
O Lord, seize us with your power and light,  
help us to protect all life, 
to prepare for a better future, 
for the coming of your Kingdom 
of justice, peace, love and beauty. 
Praise be to you! 
Amen.                                                                                                                                   
(‘Given in Rome at Saint Peter’s on 24 May, the Solemnity of Pentecost, in the year 
2015, the third of my Pontificate’ - Pope Francis). (Page 190-191 Laudato Si’) 

 

 Conclusion:   Recite the Hail Mary and the Glory Be. 
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